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1. XA H A~ (Episode Overview)

HOAFTEAAINTREZOAIFTZ—, LAEATIE. &AM ES, 7
Ky Fa A i AR IR IT 2L LW G A9 “AL B 5, AIRAREE F a9 A2 R B AR F B R Bg<de
AR, R TMAAFLALATRAXTER, EAXTYFRAU. VX XRUR
PE A E AL

Red envelopes are one of the most important social symbols in traditional Chinese culture,
especially during the Spring Festival. In this episode, Azhu and Asong explore the "social
logic" behind red envelopes — from their origins in warding off evil spirits to the modern-
day craze of digital "red envelope grabbing." You’ll discover why red envelopes are not just
about money, but about sharing good fortune, maintaining relationships, and understanding
the Chinese view of wealth.

2. %L 5 LALBEA (Core Vocabulary & Concepts)
1) 4. (héngbao)
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Red Envelope / Hongbao. Originally a red paper envelope containing money. In modern

contexts, it refers to both physical envelopes and digital monetary gifts, serving as a vehicle
for blessings and good luck.

2) & ¥ 4% (yasuiqian)
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"Pressing Year Money" /Lucky Money. Money given to children by elders during Spring

Festival. Legend says the red color wards off an evil spirit named "Sui," ensuring the child's
safety and health in the coming year.
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Courtesy requires reciprocity. A core principle of Chinese social interaction. It emphasizes
that social gestures and gifts should be mutual, using the exchange of Hongbao to maintain
and deepen emotional bonds between people.
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4) WA¥% (Caishén yé)
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God of Wealth. A deity in Chinese folk religion who oversees fortune and prosperity. During
Spring Festival, people create a festive atmosphere through Hongbao and traditional art,
hoping to welcome the God of Wealth into their homes.

5) F=R AWM (héqi shéngcai)
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Harmony brings wealth. An ancient philosophy for business and life. It suggests that

harmonious relationships are the prerequisite for creating fortune. The practice of "grabbing
Hongbao" in group chats is often a way to foster this sense of harmony.

6) *F# 3k (hio ciitéu)
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A Good Omen / A Lucky Start. Refers to a sign of good fortune. When "grabbing

Hongbao," the amount is less important than the act itself, which is seen as catching the first
streak of luck for the New Year.

7) W &) # (cdiyudn guingjin)
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May wealth flow in from all directions. One of the most common Spring Festival greetings,
wishing that the recipient's sources of income will be vast and continuous like flowing water.

3. &# 51148 (Discussion Questions)
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(Have you ever tried "grabbing Hongbao" on WeChat? Do you think "Digital

Hongbao" makes the festival atmosphere livelier or makes people too dependent on
their phones?)
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(In your opinion, which conveys more thoughtfulness: giving Hongbao
or choosing a specific gift? Why?)
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